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which, in most instances, demonstrated the perfect accu-
racy of Hwen Thsang.

Nearly two hundred years previous to the voyage of
Hwen Thsang, another Chinese pilgrim named Fa-hian
had undertaken a similar journey. Impelled by a purely
religious zeal, he came to India for the sole purpose of
visiting the places rendered famous and venerable by the
birth, life, doings, and death of Foe, the same personage
who is known in these parts under the name Buddha Gau-
dama. His object was also to make a complete collection
of all the religious books acknowledged as genuine in India,
and carry them with him to China. The errand of Hwen
Thsang had a similar object.

Our worthy traveller, according to his account, passed
through Southern Thibet, Little Tartary, and visited suc-
cessively Cabul, Cashmere, Candahar, and the Punjaub.
Following a nearly south-eastern direction, he reached
Mathura on the Upper Jumna, crossed the Ganges at
Kanouj, at the confluence of the Kali with that river, tra-
velled almost in an eastern direction through Oude, and
crossed the Gogra near the Fyzabad. Keeping close to the
eastern bank of that stream, he struck in a slightly north-
ern direction, passing the Rapti south of Goruckpore, and
followed the same course, nearly to the western bank of
the Gunduck. From thence he shaped his course in a
so nth-easterly direction, parallel to the course of that
river, which he crossed a little higher up the place where
it empties into the Ganges. Following then a southern
direction, he crossed the Ganges near the place where the
city of Patna is now. From thence our pilgrim travelled
in a south-easterly direction, crossed successively the
Morhar and the Fnlgo, examined all the places in the
neighbourhood, south and south-west of Behar, which are
so celebrated in Buddhistic annals. After having spent
three years in India, busy in mastering the Pali language
and collecting copies of the religious works, he then
embarked on the Ganges. Near its mouth he went on